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of the Continental writers, lie taught English lawyers that the
system of private international law which they were gradually
evolving could not command the respect of the world unless
they relaxed somewhat their traditional ideas and considered
the views of those who had laboured in a different legal
atmosphere.

/ The defect of Story's work is his lack of discrimination. He
pays excessive respect to the Continental writers, from Bartolus
in the fourteenth century to Boullenois who died in 1762. At
times, indeed, his commentaries produce the impression that he
did not consider any statement of the law to be satisfactory
unless it was accompanied by a full description of the various,
and generally conflicting, theories of the statutists. He made
.little attempt to separate the gold from the dross, to eliminate
the writers of doubtful authority or to compare the respective
value of the different theories, but tossed the conflicting views
together almost like the words in a dictionary.1

Nevertheless, the extent of the influence which Story has
exercised over the modern system of private international law
can scarcely be overestimated.

j   Late development of English frigate international law.
Historyof     When the mind dwells on the vigour and the duration of
primed *ke Continental discussions, it is at first sight surprising to
ternationai learn that English lawyers did not find it necessary to deal
law with the problem of a conflict of laws until a couple of centuries
ago. Yet such is the case. There was not even an awareness of
the problem in this country until the eighteenth century, it
was not mentioned by Blackstone, and the middle of the
nineteenth century had  been  reached before  a  connected
treatise on private international law was written by an English-
man.2 Professor Sack has rendered a valuable service in tracing
this tardiness of development to the special features of the com-
mon law and to the English system of administration of justice.3
His explanation in brief is as follows.

originally     The intra-national conflicts, that had long been inevitable on

dkt^at ^5 9ontinent ,owing to the existence of different legal systems

common withinthe territory of a single nation, could not arise in England

Uforci^ aft<F *ke wilo^e country had been brought under the sway of

causes a single common law. International conflicts were precluded

by the rule, established at an early date, that the common law

1  Frederic Harrison, Jurisprudence and the Conflict qfLaws, p. 120.

2  Westkke, 1858.                                        3 See sufra; p. 18, note r.